
 

 

Minutes of the 2011 AGM of the Mammillaria Society 
held at RHS Wisley on 15th May 2011 at 16:30 p.m. 

 
 

Present: W Maddams Chairman & Editor 
 C Davies Treasurer / Secretary 
 J Ede Membership Secretary 
 Peter Batterham Committee 
 A Evans Committee 
   
   
Apologies: A Glen Production Editor 

M Masterson Seed Distributor 
  

Minutes  

Minutes of the 2010 AGM were accepted and signed. It was agreed that any Matters Arising would 
be dealt with during the course of the meeting. 

Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman thanked those attending the meeting and though encouraged by the public 
attendance during the earlier part of the day, talked of his disappointment at the continuing poor 
attendance by members at this and previous Annual Meetings. He went on to give a brief review of 
the Society, and of the need to bring the Society up to date in terms of modern communications and 
approaches.  

He went on to thank the RHS Wisley for the use of the facilities and that the plants on show by JE, CD 
and the members of the BCSS Woking branch had made the event of wider interest than many 
Annual Meetings in recent years. 

Secretary & Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer presented his report on the audited accounts to December 2010 and described the 
salient points of the accounts. The Society had made a small loss, in part due to falling membership, 
although that was not large as could be seen below, but largely due to printing and postage costs, 
which though carefully policed by the Production Editor still represent the largest part of the cost 
base. Fortunately there had been very healthy seed sales which offset a rather higher than planned 
cost of the 2010 AGM. 

The Accounts also show an adjustment, which is purely an accounting change requested by the new 
auditor, affecting mainly the timing of recognition in the accounts of certain costs. This adjustment 
does not affect the ongoing state of our finances. 

The Society’s funds were still sufficient for it to continue for the foreseeable future but the long-
term impact of falling membership numbers and rising printing and postage costs had clear financial 
implications which the Committee, advised by the Treasurer, kept under constant review.  

The Treasurer having alluded to the level of loss in 2010, said that membership fees had to be kept 
under scrutiny as well, although the income brought in by the sales of the Back Issue DVD should 
offset any potential loss in 2011, and keep this at bay for at least another year. 

It was proposed by Adrian Evans, seconded John Ede, that the accounts be formally adopted and this 
was carried unanimously. 

 



 

 

Membership Secretary’s Report 

The Membership Secretary gave the following membership figures. 

Year Members Change 

2010 178 -3 

2009 181 -11 

2008 192 -1 

2007 193 -7 

2006 200 -28 

2005 228 -23 

JE reviewed the changing membership, and the difficulty of obtaining new members, and especially 
retaining those newer members. 

Editor’s Report 

The Editor reported that he had received sufficient material during the past year and that it was still 
his intention to move away from purely taxonomy based articles but, as always, he was dependent 
on contributors and Members were once again invited to become more proactive in either writing 
for the Journal or encouraging other members to do so.   

He stated that the flow of material had all but dried up, and that it was only through the efforts of C 
Davies and himself that the May issue had been completed. 

He stated that it was his intention to put an increased emphasis on articles about cultivation, as few 
UK members were travelling to Mexico these days, and of those that were, very few volunteered 
articles. Taxonomy was interesting to some, but not all, who found the constant debate on names a 
distraction. In the earlier days of the Society, he stated, there had been many articles about how 
members grew their plants, and which species preferred what sort of compost, watering regime etc. 
and so he wanted to revive some of that focus. 

The Editor thanked Alasdair Glen for his hard work as Production Editor during a year of rising costs 
and short deadlines. 

Seed Distributor’s Report 

Mark Masterson had tendered his apologies, which owing to the travel involved for him was fully 
understood. CD read the written report which Mark had submitted to the April Committee meeting, 
as there had been no substantive change in the position. Some documented seed of Coryphantha 
species and other genera would be included in the 2012 Seed Offer as well as a good range of 
Mammillaria species.  . 

It was noted that MM was happy to continue in the role of Seed Distributor.  

Web Site 

Chris Davies reported that he was still active in managing the Society’s Web site and that there had 
been a doubling of activity in recent months, though how much of that was down to the DVD Offer 
and the specific details of our meeting was debateable. The position would be monitored and 
reported to the Committee. 

CD reported on the launch of the DVD of Back Issues, that 31 had been sold to date, 21 to UK 
members and 10 to overseas members (mostly EU). 

CD mentioned that he would continue to push the use of the Mammillaria Form, although his recent 
request on that forum to determine if it was worthwhile setting up a sub forum just to discuss 
articles from the Mammillaria Society Journal resulted in only 2 responses, both positive, but not 



 

 

enough response to make it worth setting up. 

Election of Officers 

 
WM had previously stated that he was standing down as Chair of the Society, and that he now 
welcomed nominations for his successor. John Ede nominated CD, which was seconded by WM 
himself. There being no other nominations, and with CD confirming that he was willing to accept the 
role and responsibilities, CD was duly elected. 

Under the Constitution, the position of Editor is a Committee appointment and the re-appointment  
of WM is therefore noted.  

It was noted that the position of Treasurer is also a Committee appointment. CD had taken over for 
2010 as both Treasurer and Secretary, and was willing to continue this for 2011. However, CD stated 
that he did not intend to continue as Chair, Secretary and Treasurer for longer than was necessary 
and that efforts would be sought to spread the activities and widen the membership of the 
Committee.  

WM said that JE had acted as Membership Secretary for many years and expressed the Society's 
thanks to JE for his work on behalf of the Society. 

PB was nominated as his successor and duly elected into that role. 

WM informed the meeting that changes in the Committee structure made it desirable to elect an 
additional member and as JE was willing to continue as a Committee member, he was proposed by 
WM, seconded by CD and duly elected to the Committee. 

WM thanked all those who worked on behalf of the Society.  

Any Other Business 

There was no other business, so WM declared the meeting closed at 17:15. 

 
 
 

Chairman 

**th May 2011 


